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wegk, I mausged to write
seunding them out on a pro-
cermitiea, whose business it
onstit quGua7 sqadub that all
ghating over, I pimnued 1o make
cexrned with the membership lists,
TS ith expelling delin~
“ha Cult as a whole
rbership~decisions
ameqﬁmou” zould
. what heA
Oiio Bat

Th the essencs o0 the proposal. Lat-
tors went to Don Wegaxaﬁ John ﬂitcbcoﬁm€ D@ﬁﬁ
‘0 uPd Petea VOlulﬂefg Ueidab

ity composition, and
further

My mein points were that I wanted ne

303 of g¢xtremes vpinlon on the committes, and that I
weuld prefer to exclude ainy members fLrom odndldaey who Telt
they we““ o who were assumed by others to be "leaders.®™
I wantsd a cool deliverative, logical board of governors,
and I wanted no chance of autoecracy. Iy suggestion was
Magnus, Moreen, and either Nock, Wells, or Hitcheoeck. By
letting this board quibble on comnstitutions, I°d hoped to
rid the FR*s of such hysteria as we've had in the first

revolution.
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Thon I made my fatal error.

With only too brief =2 situdy of the Cultists,
mest of whom I didn't kuow befors Spit aryrived at
my home, I hegen to tick off ocomplaints of extremism
and authoritarian behavior which prejudiced me
personally against a few ¢olleagues AS MEMBERS OF
A DELIBERATIVE BODY. As debating opponents, most
of them are highly prised amdhighly respected.

I excluded myself firom candidacy on
grounds of exireme copinion =« on lastters ian FR's..
I excluded White on identical grounds.
1 axcluded Anderson also for the same reascn

The three of us were all involved in
stating violently our extreme opinions on only ore
question; could any committes remain cool and
logical with any of us as & member? I didn*t think
80, aand don't now,

Put the area in which I probably created
the most confusion (certainly in Nock's mind) was
that of excluding members from candidacy on grounis
of possible autocratie tehavior. I wanted no one
member of the committee to act arbitrarily, and
wmost importani, I wanted nc opne member capable of
swaying a majority of Cultists mereliy on the merits
of his own personal prestige.

For that reason Peter J. Vorzimer and
Charles Wells I considered unacceptable as commit-
tes members.,

Vorz, as founder had and still has more
prestige, more weight, than other Culfists. Some
members go so far as to consider him ar "Expert om
cults"™ because the organization sprang full blown
from his brain.

But even more important, from my point of
view, Vorz hag far too often presented arguments
with less coherence than emphasis --- arguments
which appear to trade oan this Great White Father
prestige. I don't think it is intentiomnal, but
nevertheless the tremnd toward independant, dap-
recious, autocratic action was stirong enough for
me to express opposition to his candidacy on a
board of governors, It was my opinion that Vorz,
ad an independent sntity, might well organize his
prestige~won power to either support the committee,
or to make an effeetive opposition whenever the
gecasion arose.
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OUTSIDE the committee, Vorz would perform a logical servioce;
ipside, he could only destroy its effectiveness by his pot~-
ential autocracy and his private nower,

Wells T comsidsred en enigma at the tims .
He hed, by requesting dictator powers and by rushing ahead
with his pew comstitution without any formal okay, openly
ASKED for the posiiicn which Vorzimer had nerely ACQUIRED.
He had not begn granted what he regussted. Nor could I fiwul
any illogical cgpriciousness in either his actions or his
motives. Perhaps Charles is just more thorough in stating
his arguments.

However, I was reluctant to add the name
of one who had sdmitiedly sought to be dictator th thati body
I had presumed would bte selfless in its wltimate opinions,

THAT wes the baclground for Stu's contorted
emendment --- not thzat anybody seemed to have noticed it,
except Vorz, who had a right to be a 1little conecerned at
Stu's interpretation of my opinions,

oince then, things have becoms more acute.
No matter what ihe hopes of the three or four who -/ turned
down my letter propesal for a commitiee, The Cult will eleect
& leader or a leader-cligue of some kind, 1f it progresses
long enough; whether the slection bz conscious or unconsciais,
The struggle for that position seems to have besn joined,
Tinally, and it appears by no means to beea gsimple mor an
unviscious scufflie.

Remember, I wrote Vorzimer around Christmas,
sxXpresging generally the same sentiments
N as I have here, and adding that possibly
Cip (:@ ny pre judices would disappsar if Pete and
I might correspond a little more, persom ily
I have never received & letter from Pete;
& duplicated bmoadside once, and once a
carben of a letter, and perhsgs onee part
of a reader column letter was headed by
my name. But there's besen no attempt to
change those opinions,

After FR #5, Vorz tangled, with White on a

“T"hal & “J*f couple of points in a protracted exchangs.

opo Also, Pete objected to my suggestion that
t““ w“/ L the Zrov that put out Abstract was the sams
i wiew pretied Zrov that founded the Cult. I think he
" concluded that both Ted and I were dediocated
{1‘;0 enemies of Vorzimer Enterprises, Inc, and
engaging in collusion to multiply our
eomity. He was wrong: we're friends who
argue more bitterly with one another than
with outsiders; but the impressionx was
planted and grew, nevertheless.




Ted, mesnwhile, had manmsad to gather his
owa 0it of preatige. He'd answered every opportunity to
comment, produced a mousier IR, and imstituted the Fractionals,
Later, he gained in stature by placing his mimeo at the dis-
posal of Sam Johmson erd myself ~-- and by persuading Maltog
to combine FR's 9 and 10°in order to make a try at regaining
the two-week schedule. Without fully meaning to, Ted aequired
ths position of & leader candidate; most probably beceuse his
name and address has appearsd so often iu Cultzines, and his
activity is eanvisd,

‘ Wells, who asked in Fiendetta %that he be
granted somes power, seems siill to be ignored by most of the
Culsists as a potential leader., I don’t know how long he will
continue to be igwored; personally, his motives appear sound ,
and his energzy ssems boundless enocugh to get something done,
We'll see by the time this gets into print. (16 March is its
wrlting date.)

Anyway, Vorz aud White appsar to be the
only ecntendors who have openly challenged one another, or wio
seen to have develeped dislike for ons another.

The first real clash came when Vorz pmo-
posed amending Fraotionals out of sxistence. It was ip all
probability a move with sound altruistiec motivation, but it’'s
apparent that, were the amendment passed, the prestige Ted
tained by publishing the monster TR # 5 would have the aedge
taken off 1t., But it was defeated by a pretty decisive sote,
teo === In a partial sense, a veite of confidence for Ted's
indugtry, and an epproval of his issueing a post amendment
¥ractional imn open Gefiance of Pete's views on the matter.

Now, of course, the hig explesion had oo~
curred, and the argument has flared into full view of everyons.
Both Ted and Pete are atiempting to gather publie favor unto
themselves, and since the battle is being fought with constit-
utional phrases as weapons, sveryone believes he has a vital
interest, if not a iegal right to an opinion.

{For the record, I just received and read
Magnus' TR a parsgraph age: I had no ildea ALL of this was
golng to be made so topical. I*ll brimg it up to date, even~
tually, so that things make more sense,)

Vorzimexr noted these facts: I went to
Washington; Multog and myself put our zimes in White's hands
for publicatiom; and Peter J. Vorzimer was removed from the
waiting list. To his eyes, all of them had = common origin:
Hatrsed Of The Great White Zrov. Hs demanded reinstatement,
accusing Ted@ and I of fomenting a four-man anti-Zrov Commite
tee in the Balto-Wash area, and all in all turned out a pretty
nasty note. Some day I'11 have to quote it.



"“Maw, womawn, That was the resal match inm the powderksg.

6\ o T mede some effort to right things (In the
oy cixu é,o ‘manner of Magpus final decision) and to
prevent a broadside from either of the
contenders, Were I sudoessful in prsvent-
ing Ted's initial explesiocn inm TR # 11,
maybe Voerz could heve been reinstated quicxly
aﬂd quietly, without even Pete getting
stirred up., I didn‘'t, 3o now everyone's
stirred. /=/ fHah. Undetstatemeant. Hahijf /

What imprssses me most is the surprising
devalustion of both Ted and Pete that has
occurred since the ugly mess started, The
prestige that a hundred pages and four FR°s
of work created for Ted has completely
evaporated; no one looks up to a child, and
since hig first yelp of ovmraged dignity, that's precisely
what hets bseen.

Vorz isn®t much batiepr, either. As the
gpening of this article shows, I was preity certain that
sveryone had forgotten that Wock smendmont --+ but since Vorz
is convinced thst Ted and I hate him TOGETHER? he's raked it
up es collateral ammunition. (It!'s interesting that we find
little in Ted's and Pote’s letters OUTSIDE their own private
little battle; strikes me as pure exhibiticmaliasm on both
their parts to throw their invective in publle instead of
KEEPING it a private war,) Fieally, I think there‘'s a little
more than a mere cuestion of right involved in Pete's demand
of "Ppsition # i or Wothing.™

Undoubtedly, these two will be the loudest
and most talked-about Cultists for quite a while to comg —==-
but pot in the respected tones that were used about them be-
fore. Ted is & hothead and Bete a special-privilegs pleader,
end as such, neither commends muech respact, not even as much
as was asocorded them tefore.

Notice the gyratlons Charles Wells has gome
chrough to stay on the fence throughout the whole conflagrat-
ion, though. He was fair and honest in the decision in hiwm
own zine, and made certain '~ 7'.: ° that everyone was made
aware that he hadn’t all the facts when he did meke 1t. While
Ted and Pete have called curses down upon one another®s heads,
and appealed in public for support of thelr separate "Right
stands," foroing the rest of us to choose sides, Wells has
acted arbiter, mede i certaim that his honesty was well dis-
played, and has managed to wire-walk the chasm LENGTHwise,
supporhing neither side, yet always voicing his fairness.

Not that I°m anti—Wells, for his sake, and
ours, I hops this publieciiy he's recelving as an interpretor
of comstitutional comvolutions and as an houest individual
gets him into a position with an honest inffleunce, 1f not
actual power, If T were inclined toward ons, I think Charlie“u
nake a geoed dictator,




Ho ic honest, ard more snergetic than

2oy two uf us put togeiher, amnd in all
he's propesed and done, he TIAS had the
best interssts of the Cult in mind. My one
guarrel with him is his passion for JFORVAL
structure and IORMAL ckay. If he wanis to
be dictator, he shouldr't ASK for the
power, he should EXCERSISE it; if we donti
like 1%, we®ll let him known soomn seunough.
1 do think, however, that if soneone
vith an honest, legical approach to the
Cult imsisted on voicing his opinioas and
making peositive moves, we'd all follaow
pre(tly easily,

e
Which brings me to the
real problem of the Cult, and the poimt SPLASH BO‘?G QNE
T would have made whether or not FR # 12
arrived, but which I can make a little
saslier anow thart it has,

The Cult HAS Qemn good lsadership timber,
but nome of it is in use. Thoe sad thing about ithe Cnli is
thet all the noise, and all ths argueing, has been dome b:
Tools like me, who arsa’t gualiried to do any leading. Ted
hag, unqueatiomabdbly, put more workds into Cult~cireculation
than any other member, and one of the highest-priz&d at-
trivutes a Culéist can have iz firequency of publication
ardd lemgithiness of argument. Without Toa, and his monstsr-
issues, hig ¥ractionals, there would havse been MONPHS in
which WO comrwnicetion would have comnscted all yhr members.
His energy is desstving oi respeost.

Bt not ot Honoer end Bilavation.

We have membewrs I wish would become more
widely distributed, wmore emphatic, more direct ia their
statements -~- so tvhat they can be heard over the babble,

'or one, John Magnus --- who is proving his intelligence by
gotting out of the Cuit. It's a tradgedy, not that John
thinks he ought to go, but that's he's never asserted his
mature supriority. His is the oldest, the wisest, the coolisst
he ad among us, and his awthority is deserving of respect,

his opinions of an atientive ear. Instead, he's been revolted
by his experiences and would rather leave than try to do
anything to improve them. Perhaps he's right. Certainly

it will be better for HIM if he does leave. It might help

the rest of us if he'd stidk eround a whils, though.

Moreern is another fan whose abilities I've
respected =-- and mourned the leoss of, Instead of sueccinet
opinions on the childishmess of the Cult, and the preferable
poasibllities, &1l that come from Denny are potes on all the
cutside activities that are preventing him from making many
sigrificant contributioms, Ifeel he's actually leaving
fandom without reelizing it; at least he is certainly abdiec-~
ating his Cult respousibility of participating to the FULLEST,
We could use an ¥llinois opinion ogecasionally, if it were
atated as forcefully as its cogency Jdeserges.



And it might not be such a bad idea fFor
more Of us te listen a little more closely next time Wells
asks for soms power to do something. So far as I krow, his
constitution hasn't yet bveen ratified, though there's no
opinion against it. If all he’'s walting for is a vote of
confidence to free his smergies for scme dictating, I'm
for giving it to him to see what he hes in mind, He's an
idealist with a paper plam, but at least he's williang to ACT
Instead of sitting on his desk~sitool griping. With guidensce
and hacking, maybe he could perform a miracie. Maybe.

Well, anyway, # 12 is here, and Magnus is
no longer heve, I®:il miss you, John, probably a lot more in
the future tham Y have in the past. Im gsorry we dissppoin-
ted you. Personally I'm not complestsly oroud nor satisfTied
with many of the things I've done or said in the temn issues
I've commemted or countributed to. In my case, though, I
ithink I'11 have to say it happemed to be the best I ecould
accomplish at the time, given the particular question to
opinicnate upon. , Perhaps if some of the questlons had been )
ridiculed into obzcurily as honestly and mercilessly as yourtve
ridiculed the Cult sa a whole, T wouldn't have been sable to
make a fool of myself so often. I don’t know.

I do kmow I could have used your experie ce
end advice oftener than I heard it. I could still use it,
aud what's more, perhaps I could try to help got i1t listoeuned
to a littlie more often.

But I'm thinking about a futurs that won°t
even held the PROMISE uf comment from Magous, as the past
at least had. If anyone persuades you to stay sround a liittle
Jonger, I'1l try to referm. But I don't want to tTy to maks
up your mind Tor you.

This "Article" began objectively:; I have
a fTeeling it hasn'i stayed that way... At any rate, perhaps
scme of the originms of a lot of the emmity and invective
that has infused the FR*'s of late have been cleared up by
this., I have nc idea where the search for a leader will
take us next; I'm fully prepared just to sit back and
watech ths tremnds, and make ocoasionsl reports to my sociol-
ogy class. We'll have a leader, eventually, whether he’'s
someons with a vote attached, or just the personm whose initisl
opinion is agreed with most oftem by most people ==« a sort
of leader by default. I dom't kmow whox i%t°il be, but I'1l
have fun watching him emerge. :

Ti °“,r°°\(
Chaeers,
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I heard the radic ope
"Echoas of archie,” as pr
by the Matioral Broadaess:

a8 "Archils and Lehitabel™ and
cagnicd on Saturday, March 5,
ing Company.,

Ths stars of "Awrchis and Iehitebsl™ were David Wayne,
narrator: Carol Channing, iehitabel:; Eddie Brecken, archie,
Kr. Wayne took uwp 2 fascinatiag half-lilting style of narrate
ing that completely absordbed me in the siory. liiss Channing
portrayed an alley cat poerfectly. Ths trus Vehitabel
Seemed tec comec out. You could plotuve a yowling, lusty,
living cat, sitting in Shindone Alley, singing and dencing
with her fellow competriols of the garbage can. Lr.
Bracken®s half-ginging, helf-narrative manner of speech
was perfectly in tune with the plot. The lusty lyries and /
poignant musle of Joo Derien and CGeorge ¥leingsinger were a f
stuauning sxperiencs. When the muslic took up a noariy- f
boogie beat and Mehitabtel dsclered that was lame on the
roar starbord side, ome could actually see her Ganding with |
three good legs. -Her runmpled fur and buapy hide, her frayed [
ears and green-gleaming eyss, her "list %o the starbord {
side™ wore all ovideont. '

\
1
|

The lonely, deserted newspaper office vhere Archie
typed up Vehitabel®s many adventurocs was evident. The
garbage~strevn expanse of Shinbone Alley siretched before {
you, 7You could sec the tiny cockroach Giving head-=Tirst
toward the keys from the top of the iypewriter, Jjust barely |/
getilng each letlor typed. Faster and faster he would &0 /
untll he feli exhousted into the wastebasket, his marrative
{fivished.

[

“"Bohoes of srchie” starred only David YWayne, Ile por- k
trayed the roll of ‘the narrator, and in one place the part |
of an afior cat of "The old school.® The rollicking \

edventures of the Thespian felind held me stuned at the \
radio. The many poams of Archle, imeluding the one of the \
"Boasting Flea," were marvelous. The floa had crapt into 1
the lion's den, bltten the lion, then stood there boasting !
of the deed. The lion didn't dare bite back; the liom

Just lay thers c¢owering. But in reality, the lion hadn't
aven Telt the hite. P ——

The story of archie's attempt at suicide am
and the eplc of the short~-lived moth were in~ \
cluded In "Echoes of sirchie." And at the last, S
Archls 1s returnsd to the lonely amarrator who had \
been wondering whers he*d been, and reminiscing ¢
the cvents.

All in all, thils was s most satisfyving "Ommendment XIII?\\
afternocn®s listening. Yay I'r., Dariem and Thell ya sayi".
Mr. Kimingsinger try it again, soomn.
Very soom,
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state tha; I have made at least one basic Triend hip in the i

bHLt and strengthened cotheors., Many cihers have said the same,
Fut not ?ac:ﬁs. _He has remained uneommmunitive apd aloof, He 1
admits as mueh vhen he ataies that the Cult is a “pure oxample

of s last rosort.” Obviously tho famous aditor of VARIOSO .
has not need for a last rescrt, h

[=/=/=/T3d, Tor oms who ddeen 't wani %o feud , you seem to
be dcing &n ewfully let of @cuahb-_“o over mémor points., I
won't elaborate, it after bhls, what isn't of general in--

21sst ulll be ﬂoamly dgleted, Vhat is too strong for my
gentlo ond censitive testes will bo neetly reworded. ILarry./=/
I hed - veen waiting fTor FR #18 for a long time, because I kpew

that the guy wio turned oui SF and VAMP and VARIOSO could give
us ong of, il not the best TH's. Ho had not chosen to do &80.
Instead, he reproves it and announces his tentative resignation.

Belz aske why I am so anzious to prove Vorz a liar. I suspedt
my Jacob Edwa rES hcax has baskfired here, because thot*I'm not
sure, I think Ired sided with Jake. /=-/Listen, Bo, dom't fesl
bad about that. I came darn near siaing with the poor fighting
neo~fan, mysell, You made hiz jusi to damn lileable./=/

Howiever, after past exzamples of Vorzimer's misstatements and
OXaLex aulons re Piper/Anderson, I hsd little choise in the matter.
I would not put it passt anyone whe desperately wanted to belong
to CULT 0 chaqge & few dates. I'm not saying that he did, sinee
ths letter did Timally avrrive, but he has in the pazt (on paper) -
for less advanfamlnus rmasonsg T'w afrald T had some basis, tho
perheps not justified, in doubting Vbr" /=/ 1 believe 1t was
pointed out, Ted, that even if Zrov hadn*t written until six
months 1auer he would ¥$1l) have been gualified to stay imn./-/

I will not reverse myself that AT THE TIME I HAD NO OTHER ICHOICE.
Too, Stark defends ms well im the matter of Vorz's letter to
Stark and myself.

Had anyone else been in Vorz's position, I would have booted
them as Tirmly as Wells did Nowell, Hi ucheock and Watkins., Now
Pete demands all the special consiﬁerat;ons dus to the Founder.
I wasn't the ore who said that there would be no officers and
we'd all ghare and share alike....
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The point at which ¥ decided that Vorz had some sort of &
grudge agaizst me in not sending Abstract # 9 to ms was
SAFTER T hal kicked Lim oub, not Lefore. I STILL have not
received 7 9, tho I especially sent two bits Tor a CODY.
Surely this would warrant another copy if the fTirst did
not make it. If not, may I please have my two bits back?
I have pever held anything against ABEY and in fect, I
parilcularly liked it. I wrote a long leiter of # 8, too0.

But it does sirike me as strange that so littie gets thru
to me from Southern California. Since T began receiving it,
Abstract has bsen variously shredded, mangled, and only one
page of j/3 arrove originally. Not only this, but I never
roceived the first FOG #5, either., I'm a little too o0ld to
believe the Post 0fTice is conspiripng against me, but I
wonder.., ..

I am more than a little hurt that May has taken this atiite
ude against me., Why Mike has chosen to build one particularliy
innocucus statement intc & gigantic blast is beyond me.
Perhaps he, 1like the rest of us, has a persecution complex..
I had certainly thot thait Wegars had sent him a copy of
SLOB. . The fact tThat he did not completely alters the come-
Plexion of the affeir. But to my knowledge, May had re-~
ceived both #7 eand #8 without commenting on either, Thaere-
fore, in that light, T wes legally justified in kicking him
off, I didn’t do so sinee it wouldn't have done much good,
he being the last of the waiting 1list, he could have re-at~
tained his position. I did say that if he didn't comment
next time, he should be kicked off. 7T sent aim all the
fractional FR's I could dilg up that I had left, plus an
article on the Cult for Epitome., T informed him several
times of his rsquirements. I spelled it out to him.

I think I have cause for resenting the atatement thet I
2insulted ilke a drunkavrd.® I defy anyone to show where I
insulted either Vorz or May in my letter. The only place

I mentioned May was the second paragraph of my column, and

at that, I fail to see where any of those five sentences could
be comstrued as insults. I blasted neither Mike nor Vorsz

in that particular letter, nor May in any other. I shall
decline from ealling him an out and out liar right now., If
he thinks he "got the worst of it," let him. He stands alore.
Brave New Martyroo..

/=/Methinks about here, Ted, that if you don't control your
roving tongue & temper, you may be the one to be martyred./-/
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Lastly, let me say that ¥May should resd more
clozely such things before accusing me of shove
ing him arouosd, :

A

It seems that I have assumed role of the villien

o,

.,

N of the Cult.. I am tired of constantly defending
D myself, but it seems will continus.

J

Because of the fact that I've done more for

““7 o L the Cult vhan any other person with the excep-
C? p- tion of our founder, I've been on ths hard end
- g“> of & mumber of slems3., Tho I doubt whether
| YMagnus maant me in particuler, he states that
(A ) the Gult is the pinmse of those who may have
ol o Tailed, sgoboostingly, otherwise in fandom,
‘U;;ﬁwnng gour duoy Since 3 have GLeen so active, to the polat of
- 5(' . d negleciing geperal Tandom, this puts me ia
v reciion v w > . Y o S -— 3
3 the spot of being e failure., Sinoce I have
val eswme, " something of an inferiority complex, I might
i elmost belisve this, tut for the fact that
at the time I "rgtrvoated” into the Cult; I
was recelving socmé acclaim,
But I see no resson wyn someope who wents to work in the
Cult, and conitlmus it fust be held accountable for this.

I have tried, in various ways, to ADD, net gubtract, as Maognus
has, irom the Cult. I will fresly admit that I have been
wrong at times, and at such times, I hava bowed to the will
of thm rTest of the Cult. Ifve tried to meke the zines I

have worked on better than the pravious omnes. Someopre asked
"Why I didn*t let Stark & Maltog do their own zines.® I

see 1t was Moreen. The reason was that I was doing Stark's
zine anyway, siance he, having no mimeo, asked ms tG. 4nd

in the interasts of getting baeck cato some sort of a schedule,
I had the brainstorm of asking Multog if he would combins.
They both made the decision themselves, Fraukiy, I lost
considerable money on that thing, and it's a rity that no

ocne bothers to realize the work of running oft & zine that
bilg and then assembling it.

A little further we come to Mgy again stating
that 3 & 10 wasn't so goed because I dominated
it, while CGhastly was good. Now I'm not
going tc debate the relative merits of the
zines, butthe fact that I dominated ome zine
more than another seems a foolish way to decide
the better of the twu. For the record, I
appearad to a greater extent in Ghastly?! I
Taominated" fully one third of the zine!

And just thinki Not ons amendment this issue!

Tad
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"Is you Little éémﬁ

"o, I'm not little
Petey Vorzimer.r

Am just now listening to Loantovannits recording of the
mereh of the Robols. rurty daram good. lHas @ ﬁalfoway memvo
beat that iz slightly incongruous. Fave you ever tried %o
Imagine a robot deoing the mambo. It?d be eaough to wear ocut
his relays. It's purty rough om mina}

-

I*ve got me a good radio, at last. I've
always wanted a real good one, Picked this up second hand
for not teoo mueh, A GraybaR 310. Cost from 350 to 400
bucks when it was new, It has about an eight-inch speaks T,
and one thing that you don't find on most radios === you
can move the speaker about., It's on a cord and seperate
from the original radio., Has a distance knob, too. The
volumn control is shot, though. It’s im an oak or walnut
case about thres foct long and a foot both® other ways.

Was a darn good radio when it was made back In the ‘'30s.



BRALEICH MUILTOG /

Dear Laryy:

Megnus® Jobnmeg recsived tonight after I got home from
work, 80 if I hurry, I can get this out in the €:00 mail.
Man, it's spring, like 65 =< 70° weather here in Maryland
today and I*ve got Spring Fever. Plenty of it, Plus =
81ightly sore finger, As I opened the window --- you know
the kind --- where one part goss up and the other goes down,
my finger slmost got caught miévay. Owitch!

How it is the cese cf the missing envelopel Ye gads, What's
nExe?

Hitchecoek must bhe suffering from a case of gafis these
days. I hevan't heard a peep out of him for = nonth we-

What to talk about tomight whon this is my favorite
night for watching t7¢ Whoeops, that reminds me, Walt Disney
iz on tonlght. Anybody see last wesk's programy

I*4 appreciate aay of you gurs sending me news for Anes,
Pilus views and comments, I need them.
/=/ Now I printed his raguest ----~ why dida't anyone print
ny reqiests Tor meierial for Wampus Eitty? T think that
Llast one was printed, but anonrs of the other numerous ones,/-/

Moreen, the reason that one Multog end Stark couldum't
priat their own is that White turas out so much bettep of a
zine then either I'or possibly Lerry could do. And plus
the Tact that he has more snd betisr modern aquipnont than
we have. Besides, I don't trust my mimeograph anymore., It
needs a aew pad, ink, etc ~=- and i1t gets the worstest when
I ne=sd it the mostest ~-- only person that can opsrete it is
my father.

Yipe, I'd better get this letter sddressed. Tiffeen
minutes intil Walt Disaey.

S%long
Raleigh




Peter J. Vorzimer /

Goentleman:

I enjoyed FR#12 -~ and for a number of reasons. T thank ya
all for your vote. I dig sincerely believe that the Cult
had ferrific possibilities if handled right, for that is
why I started it. The possibility -- and it was a strong
one ~- of my getting ostrascized hurt me very much., I
believe the Cult has come a tremendously long ways since its
inception. We have finally arrived at that one thing that

I felt we needed from the start -~ e spirit.

Magnus, I believe, is one of our most valuable members, tt
then, of course, 1t tekes all 13 to make a GULT. Tt's
good to see each man with his own individual personality,

I hate to bring up the old matter again, but even in the U.S.
certain laws are made and are flexible, all gccording to wio
the person is thet is enforecing them, so must it be with tre
Cult. ©Some lenience must be allowed. I think this should

be the end of this maiter.

It Won't be long before the first complete cycle will be
Tinished. I'm having a couple of pictures taken for the
FIRST AMMIVIRSARY ISSUE. I can't promise any great length
of the mag. It will be a good 25-50 pages long. It all
really depends on you, the other members, and what you semd
in for publication.

As far as I'm concerned, the ANNIVERSARY ISSUE shall be as
'gala' an issue as you guys want to make it, Vhat Ivd
really get a kick out of Seeing, 1is all 13 of us represer ed
== especially in our lit tle Annish. 7If you gentlemen would
consider it worth doing, I could print up some 25-508¢ copies
of this and we could send the issue out as both and explan-
ation and introduction of outside fandom to the Cult .

A page could be devoted to each member, a place for his snzp -
shot, a paregraph or two about his other fannish activitie s,
what organizations he belongs to, what sub-zine (if any) he
publishes, and other pertinent matter. This would serve & s

a complete gallery to every cult member. At one time, in ame
issue, he could see what each and every one of his Cult
brothers looked like.

Think it over, and send in those picst! I'11 be looking for-
ward to Larry’s Rotator, and I'll see you all then —--

PERSONALS

RUSS WATKINS: Thank you, Russ, for your vote of confidence.

I have been exceedingly busy with college and could not get
the last DUSK out to you. Have future installments availa ble
and can get to work in about a month.

DENIS MOREFN: Denny, AB will be delazed in coming out. TFor
one, I have not collected more than $20 on it thus rame TExXh,
Bill Rotsler is tied up as far as art work goes, as 1is Bob



Bloch. Sooo -=~~ see if you can't scratch out your co lumn
in,the rext month or so and maybe everybody can converge far
AB#ll in the near future.

STUART NOCK: I*m not quite sure -~ but I believe it was T
who wrote to you last, Stu. There was a while back there
that we had quite a lengthy correspondence going =-- remember
that 9 page letter? I expect I'lL be back writing for TCF
again, as soon as possible -~ agsin after my TR rolls out.

FRED WALZ: Wilt get that $5 to you ass soon as possible. I
had just sealed a letter to MacElroy with the check in it
when your letter came in. Omne of these days, You'll have to
cut Souty -~ f'rinstance, I hope on dropping in down at
beautiful La Jolla, California to visit Tom Piper.

DAVE RIKE: Yuu'*re certainly going to be an indespenseble men
to the Cult when you get in, Dave. I'a certainly like to
have you do some art for the CultAnnish. Also, I'd appreciate
it if you got on the stick with your propeosed AB column.

PAUL NOWELL: Puul, I'm ashamed of you. You were the second
guy to become a Cult member. 4s a matter of fact, if it
wasn’t for your help on these numérous phone calls we pass ed
between us, my idee would never have become a reality. And
there you are on the waiting list. How bad has this latest
Gafia attack bLeen?

TED WHITE: Ted, I'm willing to forget this whole busiress.
I*m sorry you didn'i receive ABstrack #10 -- I an rwarding
another copy to you. A zood friend would have possibly
reasoned it out that an error could have been made b ¥ the
post office. The issue were not stapled, it is possible thet
the cover and bacover (together ~- the back having the name
and address m might have gotten torn off in transit. /=/2%2/-/

Thanx Tor all of you who gave me that vote of confidence w—-
Oh yes, one nmore «--

RATEIGH MULTOG: One final word about the letter I sent that
started this whole mess. You state rather specifically thet
there was no date on the letter. However, no letter can be
mailed in the U.S. without having a postma¥k affixed on it.
/-/ There, Zrov, you are cuite misteken. I have seen num-
erous cases of a letter not having been dated by the PO, IT
it is mailed from a smaller station, this is even more likely
to hapge?, Our nearby Polytechniec PO doesn't date amything.
IJuEaAo =2

I suggest you scout up the envelope and take a look., T
sincerely believe that the letter was mailed anywhere from the
lst to the 6th of the month. Besides, it never hurts to give
someone the benefit of the doubt and attribute accident to
the circumstsande.

Pete.



I've uvmmercilessly cut Rike's and Wegar'’s efforis. To gat
this thing out at all, this is necessary.,

Don Wegars /

Larry ==

Shall we leave in an orderly manner, or
do we stampede?

Don

Dave Rike /

Deaxr larry:

Johnmag was & nics fmz, even though Mag
did put himself in 1% at e mimimum. Too bad he hasa*t thus
far put even hall as much into FAPA,

Talking about apniversariles, this year
is {(a} the 75th enwiversary of the iavention of the hec~
tograph (b} the Z0th anniversary of the invention of the
5pirit duplicator and {e¢) the 80%ta anmiversery of the in-~
vention of the mimeo by that Beneractor of Fandom, Thomas
A, Edison. It*'s also the £ifth anniversary of the bombing
of ATt Rapp's house in Saginaw, Michigan by Fugene Seger,
and assoried MiSFitsS.

S'long, Slobd
Rike

Lawrence Speaketh;

This crummy effort is meroilessly late.
I have falled to meet my meiling date. Expell me if you wish,
I'm go damn tired I don't knoow what to do. Weat to work
Thursday {the 24th) at 8:00 in the mornivg and workad dmtil
1;00 PM. Friday, Saturday, and Sunday were likewisze spent
in hard labor. We head a play festival down et Fastern {Mon=
tana College of Education) amd I was elecirician fTor the
furshlugginer thing. 18...mind you...elghteen plays to light,
Eech had their own seperats lighting seript, etc. Thursday
was spent in preparation and Sunday in eleaning up.

Megous has bsen dropped, as he requested
to be at the end of the cycle., IFX anyonme doesan’t like anything
in this mag that I heve AOBG.oss.D RO P DEAD

I'm too tired to argue with you now.

Larry

RUSSLE K. WATKINS of 110 Bredy St, Savannah, Georgis is the
nest editvor of this beleageursd jourael of sirifs.
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ussls L, Watkins
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Dear Larry

1 sorta liked Johmmag, aven though John
didn*t have his heart im it. Well, I can see his position
exactly., If it hed happened to me, I beliesve I would have
done the seme thimg he has. Being lambasted by letters
like that -+ all fussing and feuding ageinst one another o=
is emrough to make any membor sick of the whole thing,

I don't went to see suy mers of this sort of thing. It is
certainly trus that 12 we den't trust one another and if we
don't have abiding frismdships within this organization,
then there is wo point in having the Cult at all, We ell
should have mutual feeling about these things, but I believe
I pointed out im my first letter that I knew this sort of
thing would happen -« that is, disagrecements. I bslieve,
however, that they could be solved by discussing and not by
name calling, I was wroug about that, for there are several
too-strong personalities in the group. And perhaps by not
having & president, ov & leader -~ at least on paper -=

to maks decisions, has caused this sort of an affair to
happen. O at least allowed it to happen. Perhaps
we should have a man to make decisions on these matters and
hig word is law like unto the umpires in a ball gams. What
think ye?

I'm sorxy to lose John. He coulé have
been & very valuable msmber of the group. But I can't
really blame him. Mayte he will give us snother chance ism
a Tew months if we caxn show that we really can do something
vesides bicizer,

Thepks, Don Wegars, for exchanging places.
You're & living doll /~/ Iz that why he has sawdust im his
head? LEA/-/ That will give me a chance to at least get
something out.

Well, at least John came up with a first
in the Cult before his demise. This was the woodcut. I
beileve I was Tirst with the picture sugmgestion. White
was first with coloreé mimesoing. Wells first with a combin-
ation of mimeocing and dittosing. What next? This is one of
the things that fascinate me. The smell circulation keeps
the coszt down snuff so you can do something new and different
that you couldn°’t on a large generalzine,

Thank you Dennigs for the kind compliment
anent my writing the column RUSSLE®S RAMBLINGS. I just
tried a different style. Sort of satyrical slang . throwing,
more in the stiyle of everyday talk, :

i think it is the letters that make the
Cult so interesting. I Uslieve it woulda't be out of lime
if someone did not cut e letter and printed them all and
nothing else in his zine.

Take it away anderson. I hope you have
a nice interesting meg and don't get disallusioned like John.

Russle



Joha Hitchcock /
Deaxy Larry,

This is requirement. Pure requirement, I don’t wanmt to
leave the Cult right yet, and when I g0, I want to make a
speach about it instead of being inceremoniously booted out.

I suggest that the slightly turbulent Cultists re-read’ Johne
mag several times. It will be the only Cultzine dome by a
master ~-- Vo are a youtlh group Bgaein now. But reflsot on
Maggis's arrangement -= his style =~ what all he
didn't put in,
I'm stieking with thes Culi over this aump: but the least
bit of sollege interlference-and I'1l1 send my IR &4 material
streight on to Ted White.

e

Good luck. You'll msed it, Sean

Mike May /
Dear Jehn:

f=/ Tf you wanted to talk to John, why didn°¢
vou write %o him instead of to wme? This orgen should be e d
only %o talk to most or all of the Cultiisis ~~egtrictly my
opinica, of conrse ww- sonsequantly, I have cui everything
but what is of genersal interest, end will send the card Lo
Magnus. L.B, 4./=/

™,
Ea |

In my first letter I wrote, I tried tc be Tairly iateresting
without cutiing into this feud businsss. T wrote a fola(h
about the size of Texas, but Charles Wells cut it sz, X
wish now I hadn't written the letter abouti Ted White, but I
Just got a little Led up,

I think the Cult should have disoussions in its letter page
=« not -fights. = Larry Stark 41s the ocnly one that seems to
want to do this. Discussions about late stf books, fanzines,
prozines, ete., would not only bhe interesting, but wo thwhile .

Mike



samuel Johnson /

Dear Larry,
Well, in spite of Magéie's gleemy outlook for the Cult, his
¥R was guite readable,, : ’

I would like to make comment on this Little scrabble over the
#1 position that has just veen setvtled. This reminds me of
several children fightinz over a coloured rock, whieh, when
they get it, will npt have heen worth the trouble, Itt's a
most disgusting outburst from people for whom I normally have
the utmost respeect.

Now, after reading Magries editorial, I was a little dise
sappointed st Tirst «-= You see, for about 6 issues of FR
I've been of wuech the same epipion. I had, however, kept
8ilent in hopes that T was mistaken, No one else seemed to
be of & like opinion, so I firally begasn to believe that I
was mistaken, Here I see that Maggie 1s expressing much the
seme opinien &as my cwn. I em saddened o no end. I simply
do not know what to do, ¥ know that the Cult is more of =
bust (and I'm moi referring to lacteal glends, wither )} tham a
suocess. I made a futile stiempt in ny mag t¢ pull some of
ut togethsx Ly suggesting a subzine for tha Cult. However,
a5 all know, that, too, was a bust. It was much the same
with the N3F and me. 1 Joined thinking that here I would get
a c¢hance to get in on some great fun. I found, hovever,
continual bickering (which I sven joiped in oscasionally)

and ac¢tually no progress at all., Iei's face it, we cannot
continus unless soma comion bond of interest can be found,
There are a few (very Tew, sadiy } members who are willing

to coniribute to the FR, and to the Cult. The very essence of
enjoyment in Tenoing is iz exerting ouy individualisn.

Yen® ere, in my extimation, the most individualistic people
alive today. They will do enything to gain racognition for
their individualism, lNost do not 3top this practice ian fandom
proper; tut carry it into their everyday Jlives! We feol

that we want to be noted for being vdiffsrent™ from most
normal people, and even from each other. T think the term
"Fapnarohy”™ is the most coryedt one-word definition of fandom
that can be found. In the Cult, we have becomes stale since
we are so indifiduval,. there are blessed Tew things we can
égree on -=-- even then we have reservations. Thae only way
we can save this organizaiion is to £ind some waey to be
individuals, and to gain some measure of spontaniety im our
“workings ., Spontaniety is agother of the things we need to

be individuals, I thought that perhaps that subzine might
help, but I can see that sven that would not work., I simply
do not know what to s uggsst,; since someone would disagree
anyway -=- dawaosd individuslists:? t apny rate, unless omme-
thing can be suggested, T ean't see a reason why we should
stay banded together grinning our maks-veliave grins a little
mors foclishly than necessary.

It might be that we could throw the Cult wide open to all who
would want to join in and contribute, thoughit not necessarily
publish. This would be & last resort measure., Or else we
could work out a way to circul&te this IR among & great

. namber of iuns who'g only requirement would be to mske commert

a“



on . eagh issue that thsey wanteG to... If would result in a
modified Cultzine, but it might be that link thet will hold
us tegethsr., This is but my own suggestion, and it's not
even c¢cmplets at that. I want to see the Cult survive this
crucial period, since I telieve in it =-- BUD,

Maggie's comment about my bit of poetry was very appreciated.
I need suech comment sver so often to ksep me writing. I
write for my own pleasure, but it helps when somecne else
enjoys my writing. Mike®s comment about my reviews were also
appreciated, and I will comply if the FR editor says be war s
me to writs him ons.

SAM

/=/ You talk.. about everyone should soniribute =-- yet you
gave no coutribution Lut a letter to this Fantasy Retator,
You say you will write weviews for suy editor who requests
then ~=- yet you gave forth with nothing in response to ny
many and varicd pleas in former FR*s for material of an;
sort. Come on, kid, let's practics what we preach, even if
it mey hurt just a little. L.E.d./-/

A*\J'Q.V‘So“" -a\\ 'a\bm'e G:u:‘\'

(™ l\f\o\ﬂ:\"ﬁ"‘_a




Cgarles (sic) Wells /

/-/After that, Charles, you shall be called ‘Seegars" Wells./-/
Dear Lafry:

The Magnus FR was one of the best yet,
although I am immeasurably saddened to see that he is leaving
us, I'a like to point out that FAPA had the same trouble
when it was founded, and that these feuds and organizational
difficulties blow over in time in any organization, provided
they don't break up the organization first. I he'd stay
with us another couple of years, hetd find that we will bhave
settled down quite well,

Good heavens, does magnus look like that?
Ti's generally true that we imagine fans who we haven't
seen to look quite different from what they aectually are, but
this is one of the most remarkable cases in a long timei! I
had the idea John was a big football~type blomd. And here
I see he is mildmannered~looking and Fannish. By Geogre!
Er, I mean, By George!

The general edition of Fiendetta has
folded. I went to emphasize that it folded before #9 ===
the same issue as my IR -~ came out. I now have a cover far
the general edition by DE printed up which will not be used
on the general edition, plus a couple of interior pages.
Pity to have to throw them out -~ altho I may use the de
cover ia FAPA...

This business of my publishing only eleven
days after the last mag....look here, I published my FR
ON THE DAY OF MY DEADLINE: The deadline as given in TR
#9-10, I refused to extend my own deadline Just because
White extended his. This organizetion's very life depends
on ALL OF US STICKING TO THE SCHEDULE: 1If any of you didn't
get their letter published because I came out ON TIIE for once,
blame White-Wegers-Multog, not me, dammit.

/~/ I feel a word of defence is here due. A good half of the
letters I received came on SBaturday the 26, and quite a few
more on Monday the 28. Hardly any of these would be iNce.oso
including yours, Charles...if I hadun't delayed publication./=/

But, tho, I am sorry I dropped Rike off
the w=1, I freely admit he shouldn't have been. However,
this brings up a problem touched on by Magnus: when must a
letter be in to count toward fulfilling a member®s minimum
requirement? In my FR I went on the example of FAPA and
said, "The letter must be in the editor's hands by the dead-
line to count."” Magnus points out that according to the
Constitution, it does not matter when a letter is mailed.

I think there is room for a constitutional amendment, much
es I hate to say it. (By the way, did enyone ever consider
what & problem we would have on our hands if a Britisher
joined the Cult? Gad!)

XX

&



Like T said bvefore, I do not vote against a subzine, but I
think it is unnecessary, and rather silly. I certainly
won't support it.

As for poetry, I am enclosing two poems,
Larry. 7You may use all or none of the, or some of them, as
you wish. Please send what you don*t use on to the next
editor, but it doesn 't matter if you don't, bLecause I have
another copy -~ two as a matter of fact -- of esach of them
here, I warn everyone that they are to be printed in my
next FAPAzine -- in May. (Did I say that I am going to
concentrate on FAPA now that I have folded fta-sub edition%
By the way, to clear up a misunderstanding, John Magnus?
piece in my FR was INOT printed in ANY OTHER EDITION OF FTA!?
I never even thought of doing that, until White mentioned
he thought I was. Now that I have thought of it, however,
I will print it in my next FAPAzine, after obtainimg lMagnus*
apvroval.

To White: If I had used a different kind
of paper for mimeo work the mag would have looked disjointed.
That was what T was specifically trying to avoid, 7You
know, every magazine before that FR which did mimeo and ditto
work at the same time looked 1like a hodgepodge. I am proud
of the resulis in my FR, even if it DOES smear! White can
Just damn well not put his fingers on my printing if he
dcesn't like it smearing!

In my letter where I corrected that un-
fortunate sentence, I meant what I said, and John should
not have corrected me, I could have phrased it better, tho
»«oowWhat I meant was, "When I typed the sentence, I changed
what should have been 'Stark' to 'Multog'.”

Russle Watkins didn't write that thing
on poetry, I did!}

As for BRuss' letter; I like to hide my
magazine titles. If fte came out more often, it would be
famous for that, o ooMike May didn't sign his name like
that. I couldn't find his letter when I went to duplicate
his signature, so I forged one,

The curfew knells the toll of darting pay...

sincerely,

Charles /-/ Seegar/-/ Wells
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VEGALOOSE

Peter J. Vorzimer (4/7; 10/6)
U, of Cal. at Santa Barbara
104 Toyan Hall 5
Goleta, California

Russle K. Watkins (4/21; 10/20)
110 Brady St.
Savannah, Ga.

Denis Moreen (5/5: 11/3)
214 Ninth St.
Wilmette, Illinois

John Hitchcock (5/19; 11/17)
15 Arbutus Avenue
Baltimore 28, Maryland

Ted E. White (6/2; 12/1)
1014 N, Tuckahoe
Falls Church, Virginia

Stuart K. Nuck (6/16; 12/15)
RFD # 3
Castleion, N. Y.

Don Wegars (6/30: 12/24)
2444 Velley Street
Berkeley 2, California

Sam Johnson (7/14)
1517 Penng Dr. Edgewood
Elizabeth City, North Carolina

Raleigh Multog (7/28)
7 Greenwood Road
Pikesville 8, Maryland

larry Stark (3/24:; 9/28)
Route # 9
New Brunswick, New Jersey

Charles Wells (2/24; 8/25)
405 E, 62 Street
Savannali, Georgia

David Rike (8/12)
Box 303
Rodeo, California

Larry Anderson (9/28)
2716 Smoky Lane
Billings, Monteana

Please, members, take pity

on poor Anderson. I mersly
parroted the list to the le ft,
and couldn't figure out whether
Watkins was #2 or #7.

You all notice that Rike now
has Magnus® # 12 place. Since
so many people cherish their
numbers, I'm taking up the
policy of just putting the
new member in the quitting
member's place.

It seems that everyone has
dropped the asinine quibbling
but White. Could this be a
sign of something or other<?

Your next editor will bve,
instead of Russle Watkins, as
formerly predicted,

PETER J. VORZIMVER
see address at top of pages

Nock, Moreen, Nowell, and
Malz didn*t write this time,
Write next, or you're out on
most honorable sar, heroes.

Thish is beginning to shape
up pretty nice. It looks
like just over 30 pages.
O000CO0HHH! my aching back., I
have yet to assemble this

30 pege monstrocity.

I hope you can rsad the black
dittoing. It isn't quite as
clear as blue or purple, bt
I thot I'd try it for once,

I am indebfed to Rike for
the symbol on the cover....
a delightful parody of Mor-
een's and Whitet*s symbol,

Fharewell, fhools,
Lerry Anderson

2716 Smoky Lane
Billings, Mont,

)
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